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sh and Swedish wives, daughters, and servants by

he exploitation of Dani
e men aroused the wholesouled anger of Mary Godwin, and the submis-

eness of the women excited her contempt. But her description of the
rdships of female servants was hardly as graphic as that of the Swedish
onomists Agardh and Ljungberg, written in 1854

The servant woman’s duty is . . . to wait on every member of the
household; to run every one’s errands, and the language of her con-
tract stipulates that, “she shall do all that is to be done.” She must
keep the rooms in order and tend the fires, carry wood up all the
stairs, cook, bake, and brew; she must make, patch, and wash every-
- one’s dirty clothes, often standing knee-deep in cold water; she must
" scrub ‘the floors on hands and knees. She i expected to brush the
men’s clothing and clean their shoes. In the country districts she is
sent out upon the fields in the heat, - and in several provinces only in
her underwear — to work as strenuously as the men. Furthermore, she
must make the beds for the master’s family, and even for the male
servants, conduct the masters to their bedrooms and there apply all
her strength . . . to drag off their boots. Finally it became the lot of
woman in Sweden to serve as odalisks at every inn and restaurant in
order to attract customers. In short, woman in the North is the
household beast of burden and the slave of man. We are so used to it

.that it does not arouse our shame.

Women of the middle classes although spared from drudgery, were even
ore cut off from really functional activity. They were either more intimate
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