A Companion to Opera and Musical Theater
Title: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Composer and lyricist___________________________________________________________________
Book by?__________________________________________________________________________________
Date of performance? Matinee or evening? ____________________________________________ Location: ___________________________________________________________________________________
The story and the roles
Plot:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Principal roles:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________


The musical performances (Multiple characters can have the same vocal range: there can be more than 2 tenors, for example.)
Soprano (the roles with the highest pitched female singing voice?): _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mezzo Soprano/Alto (female singing voice pitched lower than the soprano): _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tenor (the highest pitched male singing voice): _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Baritone (a male singing voice pitched lower than a tenor and higher than the bass): _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bass (male signers with the lowest voice): _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe the chorus: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Orchestra: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
What were some exceptional moments of staging? _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
The singers’ acting: How well did the singers portray their roles? _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Set design and costumes: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lighting: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
The composer and librettist (individual style, other major works, biographical context):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
The type or historical period (read through the program notes for this): _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
The context (rely on program notes)
Philosophical: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Historical: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Social:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Political:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your response what you like, what you think, what you feel
Favorite songs:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________


Favorite dramatic moments?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Favorite performers?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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